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What Your Consultant 
Can Do for You
You and your support team can trust in your consultant 
for unparalleled knowledge and service. They’re always 
just a phone call away, connecting you to the most 
appropriate communication solutions and resources for 
your unique needs. 

• On-site device consultations
•  Lifetime device support
•  Assistance with the funding process
• Obtaining a trial device
•  Implementation support for parents and professionals
• Device setup and training

Supporting Communication. Creating Connections. 
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https://www.prc-saltillo.com


What Will You Dream Up 
with the 2025 Calendar?
Indulge your fantasies and let your imagination soar with the 2025 PRC-Saltillo Calendar! You will 
explore and create fantastical creatures, out-of-this-world places, and wondrous stories! With a 
fantasy and magic theme, you'll read stories and enjoy activities about unicorns, dragons, and more! 
Every magical game and sensory-based activity will spark your imagination!

Download the PRC-Saltillo Book of Imagination for even more fantastical activities. Each month 
includes a whimsical craft to create and prompts to write incredible stories. You might even decide to 
put together your own Book of Imagination!

Imagination and imaginative play are crucial. They help children develop receptive and expressive 
skills as well as learn social skills and how to interact with others. By exploring different characters, 
worlds, and scenarios, children discover who they are and how to make connections with others.

The symbols used in this work are owned by n2y, LLC. Used with permission under license. ©️ 2025. 
© 2024-2025 PRC-Saltillo. Non-commercial reprint rights for clinical or personal use granted with inclusion of copyright notice. 
Commercial use prohibited; may not be used for resale. WordPower® is a trademark of Inman Innovations, Inc.; © 2001-2025.

Download the PRC-Saltillo  
Book of Imagination here:

Thank you to Joyful Cafe and Acres of Fun in Wooster, OH for welcoming us to their businesses and 
helping us create a fun day for our AAC communicators! To learn more about these great organizations 
located in the same town PRC-Saltillo calls home, visit joyfulcafe.org and acresoffun.com.

If you can imagine it, 
you can achieve it.  
If you can dream it,  
you can become it.

— William Arthur Ward

https://www.joyfulcafe.org
https://acresoffun.com


TAAP Your Way through Fantasy!
T A A P  y o u r  w a y  t h r o u g h  a n y  a c t i v i t y  o r  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  y o u r  A A C  l e a r n e r .  T h e  T A A P  s t r a t e g y  a l l o w s  y o u  t o  f o l l o w  t h e i r  l e a d ,  m a k e  c o n n e c t i o n s ,
a n d  e n c o u r a g e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  P l u s ,  i t  a l l o w s  y o u  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  r e q u e s t i n g  a n d  g e t t i n g  w a n t s  a n d  n e e d s  m e t .

Suggested words and phrases to use when TAAPing:What exactly does TAAP stand for?

T a l k  a b o u t  i t .
T alk  abou t  im ag es you  see on t h e p ag e or 
wh at  you  j u st  read.  Com m ent ,  st at e an 
op inion,  sh are and sh ow obj ect s,  or wh at ev er 
else com es t o you r m ind!

Wow
Cool
L ik e
Cu t e
So

V ery
A wesom e
A m az ing
R eally
G reat

TerriĮc 
Scary
L ook
�eƩer 
L ist en

See
L et ’ s 
Wat ch
T ell

A s k  a  q u e s t i o n .
A sk  you r A A C learner an op en- ended 
q u est ion t o encou rag e t h eir p art icip at ion.

Wh at  do you  t h ink ?
Wh at ’ s t h at ?
Wh at ?  
Wh at  else?

H ow m any?
Wh o is t h at ?
H ow does it  f eel?
Wh y did t h at ?

Wh y?
Will?
Wh ere g o?

A c k n o w l e d g e  v i a  r e s p o n s e .
A ck nowledg e and resp ond t o you r A A C 
learner.  L et  t h em  k now t h ey h av e been h eard 
and are p art  of  t h e conv ersat ion.  Y ou  m ay 
need t o p u t  wh at  t h ey say in cont ex t .

Y es
No
I  ag ree
I  t h ink  so t oo

L et ’ s see
So 
V ery
M aybe 

Cou ld be
No way
Probably

P r o p e l  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n
a n d / o r  P r e d i c t .
Keep  t h e conv ersat ion g oing  by m ak ing  
anot h er nat u ral com m ent ,  m aint aining  t h e 
t op ic,  or m ak e a p redict ion abou t  wh at  will 
h ap p en nex t .  Predict ing  is a g reat  way t o 
m odel you r t h ou g h t s and ideas.

L et ’ s see
Let͛s Įnd out
Wh at  else
I  want

M ore
I  t h ink
I  wonder

I n p rev iou s calendars,  t h e T A A P 
m et h od h elp ed you  ex p lore 
science,  t h e art s,  and sp ort s.
U se t h e sam e T A A P st rat eg y 
t o learn,  read,  and t alk  abou t  
f ant ast ical creat u res and worlds.
Y ou ’ ll f ind ideas on words t o 
m odel wh ile reading .  Plu s,  u se 
ot h er words t h at  m ak e sense t o 
you  and you r A A C learner in t h e 
m om ent .  Y ou  can m odel words,
p h rases,  or sent ences wh en 
T A A Ping !  Keep  t h e int eract ion 
nat u ral and k eep  m odeling !



Supports for Success
I m p lem ent ing  an A A C syst em  is a big  p art  of  t h e A A C j ou rney!  O n t h e A A C L ang u ag e L ab,
t h ere are m any m at erials and resou rces t o h elp  you r learners discov er t h eir v oices and 
ex p erience t h e m ag ic of  com m u nicat ion!  Ch eck  ou t  som e of  t h e av ailable resou rces.

Active with AAC
" A ct iv e wit h  A A C"  is a g reat  resou rce f illed wit h
int eract iv e ideas and corresp onding  words t o 
m odel wit h  you r A A C learner.  T h ere are also t ip s 
f or eng ag ing  you r A A C learner,  ex p anding  m odeling
and lang u ag e,  and bu ilding  su ccess.

Let’s Teach Core
I f  you  are f ocu sing  on sp ecif ic words,  " L et ’ s T each  
Core"  is a t ried- and- t ru e resou rce f or all PR C- Salt illo 
lang u ag e syst em s t h at  can h elp  you  t each  words.

PRC-Saltillo Literacy Planner
R eady t o read m ore?  T h e PR C- Salt illo L it eracy 
Planner is anot h er resou rce f u ll of  book s,  
craf t s,  act iv it ies,  and t ip s f or bu ilding  lit eracy.

aaclanguagelab.com

2025 | AAC Literacy Planner

Make AAC Magic!

https://aaclanguagelab.com


T ry u sing  t h e T A A P st rat eg y 
t o p ract ice ask ing  q u est ions.

Ask Good Questions! 
<eeƉ your ��� learner talking by asking Ƌuestions. 

Some Ƌuestions lead to more conversation and connection with your ��C 
learner. These are called open-ended Ƌuestions. �n open-ended Ƌuestion is one 
where you cannot guess what your ��C learner will say. 

Kpen-ended Ƌuestions oŌen begin with the 
wh- Ƌuestion words͗ what, where, why, and 
when. Some eǆamples are͗ 

• What do you think͍

• What should we do͍

• Where should we go͍

• Why do you think͙͍

�sking open-ended Ƌuestions creates opportunity for back-and-forth 
communication unlike Ƌuestions such as  Η�o you like it͍Η or Η�o you want 
more͍Η that do not encourage more communication. Nobody enũoys feeling like 
they are being Ƌuiǌǌed, so model asking Ƌuestions and many other functions 
of communication, including commenting and sharing your thoughts, 
in your conversation.



T A A P  y o u r  w a y  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g  a n d  f a n t a s y  a c t i v i t i e s
w i t h  t h e s e  s u g g e s t e d  w o r d s  a n d  m e s s a g e s :

T h e  W h i s p e r
WriƩen and Illustrated by Pamela �agarenski

Imagination can take you anywhere͊ � little girl learns this lesson when she 
receives a special picture book without words. She is disappointed at first, but 
soon realiǌes she can create stories and worlds of her own. Will you follow this 
little girl and create worlds of your own this year͍

C r e a t e  Y o u r  C h a r a c t e r
J u s t  l i k e  t h e  g i r l  i n  t h e  s t o r y  The Whisper,  y o u  h o l d  t h e  m a g i c  t o  c r e a t e  y o u r
o w n  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  s t o r y .

ͻ 'et out your favorite costume or make a totally
uniƋue outfit for your character

ͻ Create eǆtra-special accessories for your character 
with craft supplies

ͻ 'ive your character a name; make it silly, scary, or 
sensationalͶwhatever your heart desires

ͻ Use your imagination to create a story about your new character by 
considering who they are, where they live, and what fun they will have

In the PRC-Saltillo �ook of Imagination, you can record all the details of 
your adventure͊

D ownload t h e 
PR C- Salt illo Book  of  I m ag inat ion 

f or m ore f ant ast ical act iv it ies 
f or you  t o t ry each  m ont h .

JANUARY 2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

w o w
l o o k Wow͊, Look at that͊, Wow͊ Look at me͊

w h a t
w i l l

What will she create neǆt ,͍ WhatΖs neǆt ,͍ 
WhatΖs that͍

t h a t That is cool͊, That would be amaǌing͊, 
ThatΖs true͊

s e e LetΖs see͊, WeΖll see͊, LetΖs see if...



Take the PRC-Saltillo Challenge 
Week to develop your skills 

as a com m u nicat ion p art ner.

Be Natural in Your 
Communications
R e s p o n d i n g  n a t u r a l l y  t o  y o u r  A A C  l e a r n e r s  i s  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  m o d e l
more words and language. 

Whatever you would say in a conversation with someone else, you can say and 
model to your ��C learner. Though the way you communicate is diīerent with 
an ��C device, what you say to your ��C learners can be the same͊

&ocus on making a connection and communicating with your ��C learner. 
Research shows that the best way to learn a language is to hear it and be 
eǆposed to it. This is true for ��C learners 
too͊ The best way to eǆpose them to 
their language is to respond naturally to 
Ƌuestions and situations. zou donΖt need to 
pick special words to model and respond 
with for every conversation. This can be 
overwhelming and intimidating. �e yourself 
and enũoy the magic of communication.



T A A P  y o u r  w a y  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g  a n d  f a n t a s y  a c t i v i t i e s
w i t h  t h e s e  s u g g e s t e d  w o r d s  a n d  m e s s a g e s :

o h  m y
n o  w a y Kh my͊, No way, thatΖs scary͊, No way͊

h o w ,ow did she get that ,͍ ,ow do you͙ ,͍ 
,ow will it͙͍

s o
r e a l l y

ThatΖs so cool͊, ItΖs really͙, 
I really canΖt believe it͊

n e x t WhatΖs neǆt ,͍ WhatΖs the neǆt one ,͍ 
LetΖs see the neǆt͊

FEBRUARY 2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 D ownload t h e 
PR C- Salt illo Book  of  I m ag inat ion 

f or m ore f ant ast ical act iv it ies 
f or you  t o t ry each  m ont h .

M a g i c a l  C r e a t u r e  M a t c h
Wlay the Magical �reature Match game found in the WZ�Ͳ^altillo �ook of 
Imagination͕ 'o Fish͕ or another fun game of your choice.

�s you play, continue to model language on the ��C system. Dake comments 
about the creatures, such as Ηhow do you feel about them͍Η or Ηhow do they 
look͍Η Comment on the game like whose turn it is, finding a good match, or 
whatever else feels natural.

M i s s  T u r i e ' s  M a g i c  C r e a t u r e s
WriƩen by :oy <ellar ͬ Illustrated by Richard Watson

�re you looking for a new pet͍ Daybe Diss TurieΖs Dagic Creatures 
shop has the perfect pet for you͊ Diss Turie always knows the very best 
matches. Learn about her many marvelous creatures and find out which 
one is right for you.  



Use this handout to 
prep and plan how 
you will respond.

Always Respond to 
All Communication
�ommunication occurs in many ways throughout the day.

soices speak. &aces eǆpress many messages. ,ands gesture. Sometimes, we ũust 
make noises. Kther times, we use writing, like teǆting. There are numerous ways 
to communicate and we need all of them͊ 

Individuals who use ��C also use many 
diīerent methods to communicate. 
�lways respond to what your ��C learner 
communicates to you. If they point, 
make a noise, move away, or use one 
word to respond, always respond to that 
communication in a natural way. zou can 
repeat and eǆpand, ask a Ƌuestion, or make 
a comment on what your ��C learner 
communicated when modeling on the ��C 
system. This ensures they feel respected and 
learn the value of communication.



T A A P  y o u r  w a y  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g  a n d  f a n t a s y  a c t i v i t i e s
w i t h  t h e s e  s u g g e s t e d  w o r d s  a n d  m e s s a g e s :

u h  o h
l i k e

Uh-oh͊, They like that͊, 
Uh-oh͊ They donΖt like that͊

d o �o you think they like that ,͍ 
What do you think...͍ , �o you think they will...͍

y o u zou were right͊, I think you are right͊,
Would you do that͍

l e t ' s
t h i n k

LetΖs see͊, I think..., 
LetΖs see what they think͊ 

D ownload t h e 
PR C- Salt illo Book  of  I m ag inat ion 

f or m ore f ant ast ical act iv it ies 
f or you  t o t ry each  m ont h .

MARCH 2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28  ȃȊ

30 31

A  S l i m y  D r a g o n
M a k e  y o u r  v e r y  o w n  s l i m y ,  s c a l y ,  s p e c t a c u l a r  d r a g o n  s l i m e !  W i t h  j u s t  a  f e w
i n g r e d i e n t s ,  y o u ' l l  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  h o u r s  o f  f u n  a n d  t a l k i n g .  R e m e m b e r  t o
T��W your way through the reciƉeͲmaking and Ɖlaytime that follows.

Diǆ the following ingredients together͗ 

ͻ Ъ tbsp baking soda

ͻ Ъ tsp cosmetic powder, loosened ;like eye shadowͿ ʹ 
you pick the color͊

ͻ 1 bottle of clear glue

ͻ 1-2 tbsp glitter ʹ you decide how much

ͻ 1 Ъ tbsp saline solution

ͻ 2 tbsp water

D r a g o n s  L o v e  T a c o s  2 :  T h e  S e q u e l
WriƩen by �dam Rubin ͬ Illustrated by �aniel Salmieri

The world has a problem͊ �ragons love tacos, and thereΖs not even one left 
in the entire world͊ In this fun adventure, dragons travel back in time to 
search for their most favorite food. Will the dragons be able to avoid the 
spicy salsa and bring back their beloved tacos͍ Read the story to find out͊

Ъ tsp cosmetic powder, loosened ;like eye shadowͿ ʹ 



�ctive with ��C is a great 
way to incorporate ��C 
with a preferred activity.

Follow Their Lead
When someone Įrst gets a sƉeechͲgenerating device͕ their 
communication Ɖartners are oŌen very eǆcited to Įnally be 
able to communicate with them. 

This can lead to prompting, and sometimes, 
forcing someone to say and do speciĮc things. 
,ow would you feel if you were forced 
to say something͍ �eing forced to use a 
communication device will likely not lead to 
good outcomes.

The best thing you can do is follow 
your ��C learnerΖs lead. Invite them to 
communicate, but donΖt reƋuire it. Continue 
modeling on the ��C system. <eep connecting with your ��C learner through 
activities and conversation topics that interest them. They will want to be part 
of the fun if you focus on following their lead.

forcing someone to say and do speciĮc things. 



T A A P  y o u r  w a y  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g  a n d  f a n t a s y  a c t i v i t i e s
w i t h  t h e s e  s u g g e s t e d  w o r d s  a n d  m e s s a g e s :

D ownload t h e 
PR C- Salt illo Book  of  I m ag inat ion 

f or m ore f ant ast ical act iv it ies 
f or you  t o t ry each  m ont h .

APRIL 2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

hnicorn Foam
Make this sensational sensory foam with ũust a few items for 
h o u r s  o f  f u n  a n d  t a l k i n g !  A s  y o u  p l a y ,  T A A P  y o u r  w a y  t h r o u g h
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  a w e s o m e  t h i n g s  y o u  a r e  d o i n g  a n d  f e e l i n g ,
t h e  t h i n g s  y o u  d o  n o t  l i k e ,  a n d  u s e  t h e  w o r d  I  t o  t a l k  a b o u t
w h a t  y o u  a r e  d o i n g .

zou will need͗

ͻ �lender

ͻ Ь cup of warm water

ͻ 2 tbsp dish soap

ͻ 2 tbsp corn starch

ͻ ϯ colors of food coloring ʹ you pick͊

ͻ Unicorn or other toys

ͻ �in

�onΖt �all Me 'rumƉycorn
WriƩen and Illustrated by Sarah DcIntyre

Kuter space adventure is calling Unicorn, Narwhal, Dermaid, and :ellyfish͊ 
�veryone is soaring until the friends disagree about which planet to eǆplore 
first. Unicorn Ƌuickly turns into 'rumpycorn when he doesnΖt get his way. 
Will Unicorn learn that friendship matters most͍ 

a w e s o m e
n o t

That looks awesome͊, Not that one͊, 
Not nice͊

w h e r e
t h e y

Where will they go ,͍ 
Where are they going ,͍ Where to neǆt͍

m a y b e Daybe., Daybe, they will., 
Daybe, letΖs see.

I I think͙, I agree͙, I want more͊

Diǆ the water, dish soap, and 
cornstarch together in a blender. 
zou will make ϯ batches of foam.
�dd only 1 color of food coloring
per batch. �lend the materials
until stiff and foamy. �dd more
cornstarch and dish soap if too
watery. Put all colors in a bin
with toys and enũoy imaginative
play together͊



Describe It with Core
There are thousands of words in the �nglish language͊ 

We canΖt program them all into an ��C system. So, what do you do when you 
donΖt have a word available in your system͍ zou can certainly add it. It takes 
time, but itΖs worth it if you will use the word repeatedly. zou can also use the 
descriptive method. 

The descriptive method is a way of using 
the vocabulary you do have to describe 
words you donΖt. If you wanted to talk 
about a dragon, but didnΖt have that 
word in your vocabulary, you could say͗

• �ig liǌard

• Liǌard that Ňies

• &ire liǌard

Kr anything else you can think of to describe a dragon͊

The descriptive method can also be a teaching tool. Learn 
more about descriptive teaching on AAC Learning Journey. .

If you need to add words, use 
this handout to plan what and 

where to put new words.

https://www.aaclearningjourney.com/learn


T A A P  y o u r  w a y  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g  a n d  f a n t a s y  a c t i v i t i e s
w i t h  t h e s e  s u g g e s t e d  w o r d s  a n d  m e s s a g e s :

D ownload t h e 
PR C- Salt illo Book  of  I m ag inat ion 

f or m ore f ant ast ical act iv it ies 
f or you  t o t ry each  m ont h .

MAY 2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30  ȄȂ

� MermaidΖs 'ame
Mermaids love to swim and Ɖlay in the ocean. In the WZ�Ͳ^altillo �ook of 
Imagination͕ you can eǆƉlore a mermaidΖs world with a fun board game. 
A l l  y o u  n e e d  i s  a  d i c e  a n d  p l a y e r  m a r k e r s .

T��P your way through playing the game. zou can say ΗCool͊Η, ΗThis oneΗ, 
ΗWait, itΖs my turnΗ, or whatever else feels natural. 

There are even spaces on the game board for you to add target core words to 
say while you play. Who will win͍

O n c e  U p o n  a  M e r m a i d ' s  T a i l
WriƩen by �eatrice �lue

Theodore loves going out on his boat to collect fish͊ Kn one trip, he finds 
something beautiful and rare. ,e wants to keep the creature in the shell. 
Sadly, she is not feeling well in her new tank home. Will Theodore do the right 
thing and save this uniƋue creature͍

c o o l
t h i s

ThatΖs cool͊, This is so cool͊, 
It looks so cool.

w i l l
w h y

Why did he do that ,͍ Will she be okay ,͍ 
Will he͙

k n o w I know͊, I know it will͙, Who knows͊

w a i t Wait͊, I canΖt wait͊, �onΖt wait͊



What Did You Say?
Take a minute to think about what you communicate to others 
throughout an entire day. 

�id you talk about your day and tell stories͍ �id you ask or answer Ƌuestions͍ 
�id you ũoke around with friends͍ Chances are you did͊ ,ow many times did 
you ask others for things you needed or wanted͍ 
Chances are you only did this a few times.

&or individuals learning to use ��C, asking for 
wants and needs is oŌen a place to start 
and get stuck. �s you now realiǌe, so much 
more is communicated throughout the 
day͊ It is important to model many types of 
communication for your ��C learners͗

• asking and answering Ƌuestions

• making comments and sharing opinions

• sharing stories and talking about the future

If you need more information on the reasons we communicate, check out 
this resource on the AAC Language Lab:

aaclanguagelab.comͬresourcesͬcommunicationͲfunctionͲreferenceͲsheet

&ind the Communication 
Reference Sheet here͊

https://aaclanguagelab.com
https://aaclanguagelab.com/resources/communication-function-reference-sheet
https://aaclanguagelab.com


T A A P  y o u r  w a y  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g  a n d  f a n t a s y  a c t i v i t i e s
w i t h  t h e s e  s u g g e s t e d  w o r d s  a n d  m e s s a g e s :

D ownload t h e 
PR C- Salt illo Book  of  I m ag inat ion 

f or m ore f ant ast ical act iv it ies 
f or you  t o t ry each  m ont h .

JUNE 2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

T r o l l  O u t !
Turn into a troll by creating your very own troll hair. �ostume and other 
accessories are uƉ to you. Knce you comƉlete your transformation͕ troll out͊ 
Will you be a nice troll͍ Kr a funny troll͍ hse your imagination to decide͊ 

zou will need͗

ͻ ,eadbands ʹ get these from
a dollar store

ͻ Tulle ʹ found at craft stores 

ͻ Rubber bands

ͻ Ribbon and other accessories

ͻ ,ot glue and hot glue gun

T h e  T r o l l
WriƩen by :ulia �onaldson ͬ Illustrated by �avid Roberts

Troll wants a tasty goat to eat. zet night after night, fish is for supper. While 
Troll dreams of goat, ,ank Chief and his pirate crew search for treasure. When 
the pirates get lost for the thousandth time, they run into Troll. :oin the fun 
when their worlds collide in this wild and wonderful story͊

o h  n o
i t

Kh no͊, Kh no͊ ,eͬThey got it͊, 
Kh no͊ ThatΖs not it͊ 

w h a t What will heͬthey do ,͍ What will͙ ,͍ 
What did he get͍

I  d o n ' t  k n o w I donΖt know, maybe͊, I donΖt know͊, 
I donΖt know too͊

h e
f i n d

Will he find it ,͍ I think he finds͙, 
I think he͙

To make your troll hair͗

1. Cut strips of tulle about 2 feet
long. &old them in half.

2. Tie the tulle to the headband.

ϯ. Knce you have enough hair tied
on, gather the hair and use a 
rubber band to secure it. 

ϰ. �ecorate with ribbon and other 
accessories to match your style.



Focus on Growth
ImƉlementing an ��� system is an oƉƉortunity to helƉ an individual 
who cannot sƉeak begin to have a voice in their world. 

It can feel overwhelming͙what words to model͍ 
When to model͍ ,ow oŌen͍ When to add 
more words͍

'ood news͊ zou donΖt have to get everything 
perfect. :ust keep modeling and focusing on 
growth. Try to be one level ahead of your ��C 
learner. If they are using one word on the ��C 
system to communicate to you, model two 
and three words at times. 

� beneĮt of using a system with robust core vocabulary is that you can follow 
a paƩern of typical language development. zou can start with saying and 
modeling one word then put two words together. �ventually you will add 
grammar and more͊ Start where you are and ũust keep modeling.

It can feel overwhelming͙what words to model͍ 

LetΖs Teach Core is a great 
resource to focus on 

modeling many words.



T A A P  y o u r  w a y  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g  a n d  f a n t a s y  a c t i v i t i e s
w i t h  t h e s e  s u g g e s t e d  w o r d s  a n d  m e s s a g e s :

D ownload t h e 
PR C- Salt illo Book  of  I m ag inat ion 

f or m ore f ant ast ical act iv it ies 
f or you  t o t ry each  m ont h .

JULY 2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

�uild a Fairy Friend
�uild a fairy or two with the ƉaƉer doll temƉlate in the WZ�Ͳ^altillo �ook of 
Imagination and take them on grand adventures. Where will you and your 
f a i r y  f r i e n d  g o ?  W h a t  w i l l  y o u  d o ?

While you enũoy imaginative play in the land 
of fairies, talk about all the fun things you are 
doing͊ zou can say ΗThis is fun͊Η, ΗKD', we 
found it͊Η, ΗKD' look at that͊Η, ΗWho is that ,͍ 
Η�id you see that͍Η Kr whatever else feels 
natural on your adventure.

�ackyard Fairies
WriƩen and Illustrated by Phoebe Wahl

�o you think fairies are real͍ In this fantastic story, they must be͊ Read along 
to learn about all the magic fairies do, like braid the dogΖs hair and make circles 
in our yards. :oin a curious girl on her ũourney to find the fairies all around us. KM'

f u n KD'͊, KD' thatΖs fun͊, So fun͊

w h o
d i d

Who did that ,͍ Who is that ,͍ 
�id she find them͍

y e s zes͊, zes, I think so too͊, zes, me too͊

w i l l Will she find them ,͍ Will they come out ,͍ Will͙͍



Look how many words are 
adũectives on this list of the 

ϯϯ0 most used words͊

How Would You Describe It?
�dũectives are full of descriƉtive magic͊ 

They give us information about what  something looks like. �dũectives  tell 
us color, siǌe, shape, and other interesting details. Dany of the feeling words 
we use throughout the day, like happy, bored, and uncomfortable, are also 
adũectives. Teaching ��C learners how to use adũectives in their speech can be 
incredibly beneĮcial. They can begin to talk about anything when they have 
these words at their disposal. 

�onΖt forget to include small words like so, 
really, and too that we use all the time. 
When was the last time you modeled 
these words for your ��C learner͍  Can 
your ��C learner tell you they R��LLz 
like something͍ Not if you donΖt model 
that language for them. �dũectives are s�Rz 
important. Dodel them regularly so your 
communicators will use them TKK.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29  Ȅȁ
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Monster �in
zou and your monster creations are invited to eǆƉlore and relaǆ in a
monsterͲthemed sensory bin͊ T��W your way through the activity. Talk
a b o u t  t h e  m o n s t e r s  y o u  c r e a t e ,  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g ,  a n d  w h a t  e l s e  y o u
c a n  g e t  f o r  y o u r  b i n .

zou will need͗

ͻ �in

ͻ Water beads ʹ
colorful are best for this

ͻ �ccessories for the bin͗ 
googly eyes, pom pom balls, 
whatever else you want

ͻ Clear plastic cups

ͻ Sharpie® marker

M o n s t e r s  L o v e  U n d e r p a n t s
WriƩen by Claire &reedman ͬ Illustrated by �en Cort

,owling ones here. Woolly ones there. This book has monsters everywhere͊ 
�nũoy this rhyming tale about all the different kinds of monsters and the one 
thing they have in common. Donsters love underpants͊

t h a t
f u n n y
s c a r y

That is funny͊, That is scary͊, 
ThatΖs funny and scary͊

w h y Why do they need that ,͍ Why do͙ ,͍ 
Why does it͙͍

t h e y They love them͊, They are silly͊, They are͙

g e t Will they get more ,͍ I think they will͙, 
Daybe they will͙

&ollow instructions on 
the package to create 
the water beads. Knce 
done, put the water 
beads and your other 
accessories in the bin. Use the Sharpie 
marker to draw monster faces on the 
clear plastic cups. ,ave fun filling your 
cup and creating monsters͊



Use the YU�� profile to 
identify what words and 
messages to focus on͊

What Are You Doing? 
When we communicate with others͕ the action words͕ 
or verbs͕ do the work. 

Would you know what someone meant if they 
said, ΗI shoes͍Η It could mean ΗI like shoes,Η 
ΗI want shoes,Η ΗI need shoes,Η or ΗI hate 
shoes͊Η Without a verb, we canΖt be 
sure what is being communicated.

Things or nouns are oŌen the focus 
when trying to build language. 
Nouns are important, but limiting 
without verbs. �nother great way 
to build the language of your ��C 
learner is to focus on teaching verbs. 
Dodel a variety of verbs to help eǆpand 
what your ��C learner can communicate. 
They can share opinions, ask Ƌuestions, talk 
about the past and future, and more.

said, ΗI shoes͍Η It could mean ΗI like shoes,Η 

They can share opinions, ask Ƌuestions, talk 
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SEPTEMBER 2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

D r i n g o
Wlay a fun game of �ringo͕ or dragonͲthemed �ingo with the Ɖrintouts found 
in the WZ�Ͳ^altillo �ook of Imagination. �ll y o u  n e e d  i s  m a r k e r s  f o r  t h e  g a m e !

T��P while you play to spark imagination and communication. There are 
many things you can say about the dragons and the game. zou might say, 
Ηzikes͊ That dragon is scary͊Η, Ηzikes, you only need one more͊Η, ΗI got it 
too͊Η, ΗWhere is it͍Η, or ΗThere it is͊Η <eep talking and have fun͊

�o Eot �ring zour �ragon to the >ibrary
WriƩen by :ulie 'lassman ͬ Illustrated by �ndy �lkerton

zou want to go to the library, and you want to spend time with your dragon͍
Well, you absolutely must not bring your dragon to the library. This rhyming
book eǆplores the many reasons why itΖs not a good idea in a silly and
amusing story.

y i k e s
t o o zikes͊, ItΖs too big͊, zikes͊ Too much͊

w h e r e Where will they go ,͍ Where will he...͍ , 
Where will they...͍

p r o b a b l y zes, probably͊, They could probably...,
Probably͊

i t
i s

What is the rule ,͍ It is not a good idea., 
,ow will it end͍



Look at this list of the 
100 most freƋuently used 

core words for ideas.

Small Ways to Help 
Grow Language
�onΖt forget the auǆiliary verbs͊ 

Perhaps youΖve heard them called helping verbs. Words like be, is, do, did, 
can, are, and will, are very important in language. These small, freƋuently 
used words serve many purposes and are oŌen overlooked when modeling 
language to ��C learners. They donΖt ũust ΗhelpΗ other 
verbs and make our speech grammatical. They can 
be their own verbs. Think about these messages͗

• Can you do it͍

• I can͊

• IΖll do it͊

• �id you do that͍

Research tells us that individuals who use ��C 
with more correct grammar are considered to be 
beƩer communicators by others. This leads to more 
communication and interaction. Dodel these words throughout the day when 
you say them to your ��C learner so they can see them in action. Remember, 
modeling is one of the most eīective and powerful strategies to help ��C 
learners develop language skills.

language to ��C learners. They donΖt ũust ΗhelpΗ other 
verbs and make our speech grammatical. They can 
be their own verbs. Think about these messages͗

Research tells us that individuals who use ��C 
with more correct grammar are considered to be 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Y o u r  P e r f e c t  U n i c o r n
C r e a t e  y o u r  v e r y  o w n  p r e t t y ,  p e r f e c t  u n i c o r n !  Use Play �ohΡ 
or other materials you have on hand to sculpt and build your 
unicorn. Pick the perfect colors for your unicornΖs body, 
hair, and horn. Dake your unicorn happy, sad, eǆcited, or 
whatever you decide. Knce it dries, your unicorn is ready for 
imaginative play.

While you create your unicorn, there are many things you 
can say͊ zou might say ΗThat is cute͊Η, ΗIΖm so eǆcited͊Η, 
ΗItΖs cute͊Η, Η'et that color.Η, Η'et that one.Η, ΗI canΖt wait 
to see it͊Η, or whatever else feels natural.

N e v e r  L e t  a  U n i c o r n  W e a r  a  T u t u
WriƩen and Illustrated by �iane �lber

�o you know what happens when a unicorn wears a tutu͍ Neither does 
the little girl in this story͊ She gives her unicorn a beautiful tutu and what 
the unicorn does is unbelievable. c u t e

e x c i t e d Cute͊, She looks cute͊, She is eǆcited͊ 

w h a t What is she doing ,͍ What will she get ,͍ 
WhatΖs that͍

s h e
g e t

I think she will get͙, zes, she͙, 
She should get͙

c a n ' t I canΖt wait͊, She canΖt do that, can she͍

or other materials you have on hand to sculpt and build your 

hair, and horn. Dake your unicorn happy, sad, eǆcited, or 
whatever you decide. Knce it dries, your unicorn is ready for 

While you create your unicorn, there are many things you 

ΗI canΖt wait 



This helpful handout will give 
you ideas to grow language 

with your ��C learner.

It's the Small Things
^mall words can make a big diīerence.

Pronouns and prepositions are typically short words, 
but they communicate so much͊ 

� pronoun is a word that takes the place of a proper 
noun or thing. zou are probably familiar with 
the pronouns͗ he, she, you, I, we, they, and 
it. The words this, that, here, and there are 
also pronouns. The words this and that 
are learned very early because they help 
children gain the aƩention of others. 

Prepositions show relationships between 
other words and share information like time 
and location. The words in, on, up, down, and 
under are learned very early. These tiny words help us 
com m u nicat e m any t h ing s.  

Dodel pronouns and prepositions along with nouns, verbs, and adũectives 
because they are so important to communication.

and location. The words in, on, up, down, and 
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O o n a
WriƩen by <elly �iPucchio ͬ Illustrated by Raissa &igueroa

Kona is a mermaid. ,er best friend is an Ktter named Ktto. Together they 
love to eǆplore the sea and hunt for treasure. Kften their searches lead to 
sticky situations.  Read the story to learn if Kona and Ktto will get the best 
treasure ever ;and stay out of troubleͿ͊

KM'
h e r

KD'͊ Look at that͊, KD'͊, 
KD'͊ ThatΖs cool͊ 

w i l l Will she͙ ,͍ Will her friends help ,͍ 
Will her work pay off͍

v e r y She is trying very hard., She is very good͊, 
That is very true͊

b u t
t r y

�ut, she is trying͊, zes, but will she͙, 
She should try͙

Mermaid in a �oƩle
C r e a t e  a  m e r m a i d  i n  a  b o t t l e  t o  s h a k e ,  l o o k  a t ,  a n d  e n j o y  t i m e  a f t e r  t i m e .

zou will need͗

ͻ �mpty bottle or ũar

ͻ �istilled water

ͻ 'litter glue
;any color or clear glueͿ

ͻ Large andͬor fine glitter 
;any colorͿ

ͻ LiƋuid food coloring

ͻ Whisk

ͻ Diǆing bowl

ͻ Superglue ;to glue shutͿ

To make the bottle͗

1. �oil 1 Ъ cups of water. Pour hot
water into a large bowl.

2. �dd glue ;about 1ͬϯ of the
bottleͿ and whisk until
dissolved in the water. Then,
add glitter and stir.

ϯ. Pour into your empty bottleͬũar 
and use superglue to seal the lid.

ϰ. ,ave fun shaking and talking about 
your mermaid in a bottle͊



Remember to include lite-tech 
supports in your long term 
plan for communication.

It's a Marathon, Not a Sprint
Famous Ɖoet͕ W. �. zeats once said͕ ΗThe world is indeed full of magic 
things͕ Ɖatiently waiting for our senses to grow sharƉer.Η

It is through the magic of communication that new worlds open to us, but they 
donΖt open overnight. zour Ƌuest to develop language and become Ňuent in ��C 
is no diīerent͙patience and time will be your Ηmagic wand.Η   

It can be so eǆciting when you Įnally get an ��C system and you canΖt wait to 
hear what your ��C learner has to say. ��C is a new way to communicate for 
both of you.

ThereΖs much to learn when it comes to implementing 
an ��C system. It will take time for you to learn to 
communicate and model language. It will take 
your ��C learner time to learn to communicate 
and develop language. It will take time to learn 
about caring for the device, seƫng it up, and 
making adũustments to the device. :ust take it 
one day at a time. zou got this͊

ThereΖs much to learn when it comes to implementing 
an ��C system. It will take time for you to learn to 
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zetis �re the Worst͊
WriƩen and Illustrated by �leǆ Willan

'ilbert the 'oblin has a lot of opinions͊ ,e thinks yetis canΖt possibly be as 
great as they sound. ,e goes north to the coldest cold to find a yeti and prove 
his theory right. Will 'ilbert find a yeti͍ �nd will they be the worst, or will they 
change his mind͍

t h e r e
b e h i n d There it is͊, ItΖs behind him͊, ItΖs behind͊ 

h o w ,ow will he find it ,͍ ,ow will...͍ , 
,ow long can it hide͍

t h i s This is fun͊, This is silly., This is... 

k e e p
h a v e

,e keeps hiding. Will he keep up ,͍ 
,ave you...͍

Monster 'uess
C a n  y o u  g u e s s  t h e  m o n s t e r ?  In the PRC-Saltillo �ook of Imagination, you will 
find a fun Ƌuestion-and-answer game. Similar to other guessing games, ask your 
opponent Ƌuestions about the monster they have chosen. Narrow it down and 
figure out their chosen monster.

While you play, donΖt forget to model and keep 
it natural. Some things you can model while 
playing are Η�oes your monster have͙Η
ΗIs it this one͍Η, Η<eep guessing.Η, and whatever 
else feels natural. ,ave fun͊



2025 Imagination Creations
It’s time to look back on the year and all that you created. 
Fill out the thought bubbles so you can remember your  
favorite fantasy from this year.

I liked it because:

3

We went to:

2

To continue my 
story we will:

4

My favorite activity 
this year was:

1

I will share my 
story with:

5
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