
Directions: Add the target Tier 2 or Tier 3 vocabulary word in the center circle. Fill the surrounding circles with 
AAC core and Tier 1 words or short phrases that can be used to talk about or describe the target word. Use 
words that: 

• are available on the AAC system

• support understanding the target word by describing its function, attributes, or context

Descriptive Teaching Vocabulary Template 

AAC Core or Tier 1 AAC Core or Tier 1

AAC Core or Tier 1 AAC Core or Tier 1 

AAC Core or Tier 1 AAC Core or Tier 1 



Example: Say “Today we are talking about pollination. Pollination happens when bees move from flower to 
flower, taking yellow dust, called pollen, with them. This makes seeds that help the flowers grow. Pollination 
causes changes to the flower to help it grow.” 

Model these words on the AAC system as you speak with your student. Encourage them to use these words as 
they describe the process with you. 

pollination 

bee move help grow 

change flower move yellow 

go around seed 

Descriptive Teaching Vocabulary Template Example 

2




